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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

November 20, 2007 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Lio Francisco, Julie Frazier, Ray Gamma,  
 Cynthia Owens,  Chuck Seymour 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Steve Lee (excused) 
 Jerry Marsalli, (excused) 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Larry Wolfe, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 George Friedenbach, Parks Superintendent 
 
GUESTS: Robert Fitch, Kimo LaHipp 
 
 
 
MATTERS FOR COUNCIL ACTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Owens, seconded by 
Commissioner Gamma, recommending that City Council approve the proposed George F. Haines International 
Swim Center Master Plan, proceed with the cost estimate, include new building construction and annual 
operating expenses in the cost estimate.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Gamma, seconded by Chair Francisco, recommending that City Council 
approve the posting of signs in the Central Park Lake area prohibiting feeding of animals.   
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER – The meeting was called to order by Chair Lio Francisco. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF October 16, 2007– Approved as written. 
 
III. SUMMARY OF CITY COUNCIL ACTIONS – The Commission reviewed City Council actions 

pertaining to Parks and Recreation. 
 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION – The Commission received copies of a memorandum 

listing the City’s new website address  and copies of a letter that went out to community groups 
requesting input on cultural diverse entertainment groups/individuals for the 2008 July 4th All-City 
Picnic. 

 
V. COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS – Commissioner Frazier attended the Mission City Community Fund 

Dinner at which Ray Gamma was honored, attended the Veterans Memorial Day Program, and visited 
the BMX Park in San Jose.   

 
Commissioner Gamma participated in the Veterans Memorial Program, the City’s Halloween party, 
Mission City Community Fund Dinner, visited Central Park and reported on the successful Wutzit Club 
Alumni Dinner.   
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Commissioner Owens reported on her work on the International Swim Center Master Plan, attended the 
San Jose Sports Hall of Fame Dinner at which former Santa Clara Swim Club member Mark Spitz was 
inducted. 
 
Chair Francisco visited the Creek trail on bicycle. 

 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Art and Wine Festival  - The check presentation to selected non-profit groups will be conducted 
at the December 11, 2007 City Council meeting. 

 
B. Program Report  - The Commission reviewed upcoming Parks and Recreation programs, 

including the December 8, 2007 War Memorial Playground dedication. 
 

C. Project Update – The Parks Superintendent gave the Commission an update on the Parks and 
Recreation projects, including the start of construction of Phase II at Ulistac Natural Area. 

 
 D. Park Fees – The Commission reviewed Park Development Fees for the City of Milpitas.    
  The item was postponed for discussion to the December 11, 2007 Commission meeting. 
 
 E. Central Park – Prohibiting Feeding of Animals Proposal.  Robert Finch spoke to the Commission 
  on the value of the Central Park Lake and the pleasure that residents, including his family, enjoys 
  when feeding the ducks.  He noted that the geese create most of the mess in the park and that the  
  lake area should be cleaned as much as possible.  He requested that the Commission does not  
  recommend posting signs not permitting feeding at the Central Park Lake. 
 
  The Commission discussed the over population of birds and the need to make an effort to curtail  
  the over feeding of birds in Central Park that has resulted in an unsafe and unhealthy lake area.   
 
  The cities of Cupertino, Stanford, San Francisco, and Santa Clara County were discussed as they  
  have no feeding regulations for their lake areas. 
 
  Commissioner Gamma reported that he visited Central Park Lake area several times and he  
  distributed photos of the number of birds and the mess created on a daily basis due to the over  
  feeding of birds.   
 
  A motion was made by Commissioner Gamma, seconded by Chair Francisco, recommending  
  that City Council approve the posting of signs in the Central Park Lake area prohibiting feeding  
  of animals.   Passed unanimously. 
 
 F. CPRS Conference  - The Director reported that to date Commissioner Lee is the sole   
  Commissioner indicating that he would attend the 2008 CPRS Conference. 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS   

A. ISC Master Plan Review  - The Director gave the Commission a report on the proposed George 
F. Haines International Swim Center.  The Commission reviewed the proposed Master Plan, 
which has been previously reviewed and endorsed by the Santa Clara Swim Club, Santa Clara 
Aquamaids, and Santa Clara Divers.   
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  In addition, all three clubs provided information on their club’s specific needs in regards to  
  equipment, training, meeting space, and office needs. 
 
  The Director reported that he met on site with Commissioner Marsalli, who is the P.A.L. Board  
  of Directors President, to review the Master Plan in regards to extending this Master Plan   
  approximately 50’ into the softball area.  Commissioner Marsalli indicated that he understood the 
  need to extend the Master Plan into the grass area and that the Master Plan would not affect the  
  P.A.L. softball program. 
 
  The Commission discussed the Master Plan and the need to determine the cost estimate for not  
  only the pools and related facilities, but also for construction of the new buildings that are  
  required to completely update the swim center.  The Director stated that the current agreement  
  with the project architect does not include a cost estimate for new building construction, but the  
  agreement could be amended to include the building in the cost estimate if directed by City  
  Council. 
 
  A motion was made by Commissioner Owens, seconded by Commissioner Gamma,   
  recommending that City Council approve the proposed George F. Haines International Swim  
  Center Master Plan, proceed with the cost estimate, include new building construction and  
  annual operating expenses in the cost estimate.  Passed unanimously.   
 
  A copy of the Master Plan is attached. 

 
VIII. Public Presentations – None. 
 
IX. Adjourned to the next regular scheduled meeting, December 11, 2007, at 7:00 p.m., in the City Manager 

Staff Conference Room. 
 
 
 
Prepared by:     
 Larry Wolfe Lio Francisco 
 Director of Parks and Recreation Chair 
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